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Featuring sections about every destination along the Heart 200 route:
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. Callander & Kilmahog . Blairgowrie
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The Highland North
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. Bruar & Blair Atholl . Crieff
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Hidden History
and Folklore on

the Heart 200

Among the star attractions at Stirling’s venerable
Smith Art Gallery and Museum is a football which is
thought to be the oldest in the world. Dating back to
c.1540, it was discovered in the rafters of one of the
royal residences at Stirling Castle during renovation
work and has since been shown at various venues

around the world.

Offering guided tours of a reconstructed Iron Age
loch-dwelling, the Scottish Crannog Centre in
Kenmore is a highly accurate, full-size reconstruction
of an artificial island as it would have looked in its
day, with numerous artefacts from excavations

throughout the area on display at the visitor centre.

e Based in the village of Innerpeffray (approximately

four miles south-east of Crieff), the historic Library
of Innerpeffray is considered to be the oldest lending
library in Scotland. Founded in 1680, the extensive
collection of books was moved to a new custom-
designed structure in 1762 which is now a Category
A listed building. Though the lending of the library’s
books to the public was a practice which ended in
1968, the building is still open to visitors between
spring and autumn, and it remains a book-lover’s
paradise with some of its books dating back as far as

the 16th century.

Located one mile south of Comrie, Cultybraggan
Camp was once a World War II prisoner of war
camp which has been preserved in astonishing con-

dition. Information boards and display panels ex-

plain what life in the camp was like during the

1940s, including the Cultybraggan cartoon collec-
tion — a gallery of authentic pen and ink drawings

created by prisoners during the war.

Amazing Heart

200 Facts

One of Dunblane’s best-hidden secrets is the eccen-
tric historical sight of Queen Victoria’s Horseshoe: a
piece of the preserved past located at the corner of
Bridgend and Stirling Road near the railway station.
This horseshoe was thrown from one of Queen Vic-
toria’s royal horses when her carriage passed through
the city on 13th September 1842, and was attached
to the wall for posterity after local blacksmith Mr
McKenzie reshod the horse in question. A dedicato-
ry plaque marks the spot. According to local legend,
anyone who rubs the horseshoe will be blessed with

good luck.

Not only is it possible to eat a scone at Scone Palace,
but around 70,000 home-made scones are sold on

the premises every year.

The many memorable jumps that have been held at
the Highland Fling Bungee Centre at Killiecrankie
have included three weddings and participants play-
ing the bagpipes, on a kayak and riding a BMX bike.
The oldest bungee jumper to date was go years old
at the time of his visit.

Glenturret Distillery near Crieff holds an unex-
pected Guinness World Record—its resident cat
Towser, who lived from 1963 to 1987, managed to
catch some 28,899 mice in her lifetime. At the time
of her death, she was officially recognised by the
Guiness Book of Records as the World’s Greatest

Mouser.

When it opened in 1968, Bell’s Sports Centre in
Perth was the site of the largest dome in the United
Kingdom, measuring 17m high and 6om in diameter.
It held this record until the Millennium Dome in

Greenwich was opened in December 1999.
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Every month, Extremis Publishing releases a new episode of

our regular podcast. Join us as we chat with our authors, talk

about new books, and discuss all things writing.

You can find our podcast on our website at:

https://www.extremispublishing.com/podcasts.html
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